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French. l Several compromises were proposed in vain, and on
January 15, 1608, the French signed alone. The English treaty
lingered on for some months before its terms were finally
agreed upon.

The news of these differences between the mediating powers
must have gladdened the hearts of the Spanish Commissioners,
snortiy ajfter the signature of the French

-6
1608. '    treaty.    On January 26 the conferences were at last

theGconfe?- opened, and in a few days the Spaniards announced,
ences< to the astonishment of all, that their master was ready
to agree to the complete renunciation of all sovereignty over
the United Provinces, on the part either of the Archdukes or
of the King of Spain. It was less easy to come to terms on the
question of the right of navigation to the Indies. The States
offered to leave the question undecided, as it had been left in
the treaty with England ; but that which Spain had granted to
an independent sovereign she refused to yield to subjects who
had so lately escaped from her dominion. The Spaniards
offered to leave the traffic open for a few years, if the States
would promise to bind themselves to prohibit their subjects
from engaging for a longer period in that trade. At last, after
several counter-propositions had been made, it was agreed that
the Dutch should be allowed to trade for nine years to those
parts of the Indies which were not in the actual occupation of
Spain, upon the understanding that before the expiration of that
Terms period, negotiations should be entered into for the
theComm-^ definite settlement of the question. On March 21,
sioners. one Of the Spanish Commissioners was sent to Madrid
to obtain the approval of the King, and the conferences were
soon afterwards adjourned..2

The King of Spain kept the States in suspense during the
The Kmg whole of the summer. He had great difficulty in
bringing himself to consent to the proposals to which
^s representatives had agreed. If he refused to
proposed. give waVj there were still many chances in his favour.

1  Commissioners to the Council, Jan. 6, 1608, *$*. P. Holland.   Jean-
nin and Russy to the King of France, Jan. ||i 1608, Jeannin, Negotiations,

2  Metertn.